ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Endodontics treatment has the aim to the sanitization, modelling and elimination of microbial infection of root canals. Then, all the endodontic procedures are addressed to create and maintain the aseptic conditions for root canal filling 1 . The persistence of microorganisms is closely linked to the failures of endodontic treatments, and it often occurs due to failures on the root canal preparation, use of instruments and/or materials contaminated and infiltration of bacteria through the saliva 2, 3 .
Nowadays, the use of absorbing paper points constitutes the method more utilized to dry the root canal system. Besides, they are also used to collect microbial samples inside the canals and to content apical bleeding; these materials are important for endodontic treatment 4, 5 .
According to Leonardo and Manufacturers do not ensure the sterility for the product with this commercial presentation. More recently, these manufacturers provided paper points packed in until 5 units, and they ensure their sterility. However, several studies tested the sterility of these cones and the contamination was proved through bacterial growth 7, 13, 15, 16 .
MATERIAL AND METHODS

This
CONCLUSIONS
From these results we conclude that absorbing paper points, when exposed to clinical environment, suffer contamination and their sterilization in autoclave is necessary, no matter the commercial brand.
